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Hie Tefimony was Intended long 4. bs the Minifters of 
_ thoGoſpe [ are for the Proteſt ation in the Synod of 
| Perth, and being brought to ſome perfeSion als 
Efie or ſixteen Terr. ſiuce by jome 7100 greiblres 
aud ſome other Reverend and Godly Mivifters in is 
nod of Fife 1 4 Copy thereof ſubſcribed by their hands was a line 78 
ercafier offered unto the late Lord Protector his Council in Scot-· 
and, that being read by them, it might alſo have beey tranſmitted 
+ bin and bis Cooncil London: The printing of i though ing: 
'nded 1mediaily thereafier, bath hitherto been retarded by Jenner", Be 
mergents of providence, It is now put to the pre ſi, becauſe, be 7 75 


bat written Copies are often times unco rred, and by reſet — 2 85 5 
ome ſ0 be * and that * 2 would a F "pb 
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5 To the Reader. 8:6, 
true intent of the thing, or the winds of theſe who art deſirous tomy 
e conveniently be gotten the continu avoe auld inireaſa 
ij of the or90r 3 ail -evilrthie are witneſſed ot oft chert v 
ubs defire of the Reverend and Worth Bre!hren whoſe Letter 17 
wwto ſubjoyned, do plead for it a How if canve 41 firſt not to be ſa 
Jcribed by theſe Brethren, they themſelves do, we truſt b givg 4 Jetis 
ing account thereof in their own Leiter, wherein they do alſo git 
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their reaſon for joyning in, and publiſhing of the ſawe at this tim 
1 


thers be ſome things in is that dp noi ſe qu adm with the preſy 
ate of the time, by reaſon of the late changes, that it not matergal 
io the true intent of the Teſtimony, which when it wa: firſt given, di 
witneſs againſt the evils therein mentioned, in the ſbape wherein 
then found them, aud it my well be admitted as « witnes again 
as they now are, there being lilili or no eaaterial change appearing | 
the better, The Lord give « Bleſſing to what is witnefled in fimpli 
of leert, and with « werrend from the Word Tb. 
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il Kirk of *cotland, and to the National Covenant FScotlan " 
ii andthe Soleum Lea ue and Covenant betwixt the three Narhpus | 
- of Scotland, England, and tretand, and to ibe Work Ha. 
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formit; in Religion, in one Confeſſron of Fiith, form of urth 
al 


= . — 
—— — — . —ͤ—ͤ— mow wt >, 


35 


| Government, Uireclory of Worſhip and Catechiſing;; And 4 
gain ſi the Errors, Hereſies, and Blaſpbemies now on foot in 
theſe Nations, that are contrarf and deſtructive 1hireunto”; E. 
ſpecially againſt that wait Toleration in things Religions, lat 
framed into « Law and proclaimed 1hroughout this Nation. © 


? 
\ Ure Religion, which is revealed by the only begotten: 
Son, who is in the bofom of the Father, and” 1s. - 
contained in the Scripture of Truth being the Way: 
'  Whereby the Sons of men gre taught to glorifie the 
Lord their Maker, and to attain happinefs and ſalvation unto: .- .. 
themſelves is of all enjoyments the moſt excellent and 0. 1 
the glory and Crown, whether of Nations or of Fitnilies, Ur 
of particular Perſons, and that which every one in his ſtätiun 
is moſt bound to purſue and preſerve and plead for :: Ther- 
fore haye all theſe who Have inclined their ear to wildoty,.: r 
applied their hearts unto undetſtanding, ſought it 6s filver,* nd. 
ſearched for it as hid treaſutes, and have judged" the Ha- 
dile thereof better than the merchandiſe of ſilver, and the gn 
thereof better than ſite gold; and the Lords Worthies, nd 
Witueſſes have in every generation according to their meaſſte, 
are and rer fond theres im effet wtf, , 
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fervent ſupplications unto God, and ſerious endeavours Wil 
men, and faithful Teſtimonies proclaimed upon the high pligey 
and when need was confirmed with their blood for the attaitid 

ment and preſervation and vindication of the precious Truth. 
and, Ordinances of God: and ſeing we are not only Chriſtian 

by profeſſion, born. in a viſible Church, and in out 
Baptiſm ſolemnly devoted and engaged unto. the Lord 
to be his, and to be tor him and his intereſts upon the earth: 
And therefore by vertue of our general calling as Chri- 
ſtians. bound by the holyCommandment of the great and eter: 

nal God in our (tations, earneſtly to contend for the Faith 
on e delivered to the Saints, Jud. 3. and to teſtifie againſt rhe 
things that are deſtructive thereunto, Jer. 10. 11. A 2 

13, 14. but alſo by our particular calling, Miniſters and Watch 
men in the houſe of God: And therefore upon that account, 

in a ſpecial way ſet for the defence of the Goſpel, Phil. 17. and 
bound to maintain and vindicate the Glory of the Lord of hoſt, 

1 King. 19. 14. and to confeſs Jeſus Chriſt before men, Myy, 
10. 32. and to cry aloud and ſpare not, and to lift up our 
voices like a Trumpet to ſhew his people their Sins, and the 
houſe of 1/rae/ their tranſgreſſions, /a. 58. 1. and to ſpeak um 

to them all that be commands us, as we would not be found 
ftebelliaus ynto Ged, and would not have him to conſume ul 
| before men, Jer. 1. 14. Ezek 2. 8. And conſidering that we 
have been witneſſes not only to the many ſolemn publick Pro- 
fleſſions and Engagements of others in the behalf of God, and c 
bis Truth, but that alſo we our ſelves have once and again, 
(beſides private and perſonal Engagements) taken vpon yy 
that ſacred and ſolemn Tye of the publick Nations] Covenant, 
and of the Solemn League and © ovenant of the three Nations; 
wherein we ill ſubſcribe, and each one of us for himſelf, with 
dur hands litted up to the moſt high God, Do ſwear, That 
LS | we 
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dom of his $on undertninded, and many Souls involved 


mony. 1. Unto the way wherein we worſhipthe God of on 
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ſight of God, ' Therefore having ſeriouſly weighed the e 
Religion in thir Church at this time, and the manifold ini; 
that have been tud are daily offered and done to the / Tui 
God, and precious Ordinances of Jeſus Chriſt, aud to rhe 

tional Covenant, and Solemn League and Covenant of the th 
Nations, and to the Liberties and Pri viledges ot the Church zl 
Government and Officers of the Houſe of God, by which Gt 

is highly diſnonoured and provocked, and the Lords $anctui 
Solan, and the Throne ofhis Glory defaced, and the Kit 


dreadful guiltinefs, and deſtroying ſnares day by day, nd me 
expoſed to the hazird of many and ſtrong temprations. Wet 
tor delivering of our own ſouls from the guilt of theſe thing 
and dcquitting our felves in the duty we owe unto God 
His Church, in the preſent and following generations, efpeti 
ly to theſe of our flocks, with the charge of whoſe Souls we x 
in amore peculiar way intrufted, and that we may, it the Lot 
ſo will convince theſe who are guilty, and perſwade them 
Repentance, at leaſt, that we may bear witneſs for the "Truths 
gainſt the evil of their way, hold ourſelves bound to bear ref 


Fathers, we mean the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Gi 
vernment of the Church of Sed, belteving the ſame to 
that which is written in the Law and the Prophets, and in til 
Teſtament of Jeſus Chriſt, and to the National Covenant 0 
Scotland, and to the Solemn League and Covenant of Scorlant 

Erglaud ind Ireland, and to the work of unitormity in Religion 
And next, againſt all the Injuries done unto, and incroachmen 
violations and breaches. made upon theſe; Eſpecially againſt th 


tau in e whereby. th tye eee 
theſe Covenants is wholly caſten ſouſe, 2 turned int o 
vion, and countenance,' and protection, and ene . 
allowed, not only to many Errors about the ſu 9 
Religion, but even anent theſe things che cee 
indations, and to give warning to the Lords 
to theſe whole ſouls we are called to watch for, of 3 nes 
Wary duties incumbent upon them in this hour of temptation. 
Ila the firſt place — We do with thankful hearts iacs 
owledge, and joyfnl lips bear record unto the wonderful 


and Promiſes revealed of old, That he  monld' give the bean 
1 for an inheritante, and the ontwoit parti of theearthFar a paſo 
ion nnto'bis Anoivted One, and that the Ifter ſbuu lu wait fer bur 
v, was gracioufly pleaſed many hundred years ago, and a 
le after the rifing of the Son of Righteovinels, to give light 
to the Gentiles, to pity our fore · ſathets then mancipatedune: 
ue ſervice of Jumb idols ind wor ſhippers vf the hoſt of 
en; yes, of Devils and infernal Spirits, and to viſit them 
th the light of the glorious and bleſſed Goſpel, which having 
Wn firſt preached unto, and received by many private perſons! | 
JW afcerward about the year 205, received by the Kingand 
D; of the Peers of the Land; So that in a ſhort time the whole: 
tion became Chriſtians, 1nd was bleſſed and honoured of: 
for ſundry Generations, with many eminent Profeſſors 
{ Paſtors famous for learning and holineſs and piety; and 
their pains and ſucceſs in the work of the-Goſpel, , both at: 
me and abroad, until at laſt, with the reſt: of woſlof thechriſti | 
hurches in Europe it was involved in the darkneſs -ofPopiſh : 
Merſtition and idolatry, to which it was in bondage for many 
W'5 ; yet ſo, that there was —_—— 4 remuant — 
W 


wer and goodneſs of God, which according to the Prephe- 


5 ; ala dia; not receive the mart of the 40 bot 40 ore 


jn the days of our Fathers, to ranſome this Land from the 30 


the Civil and Eccleſiaſtick powers of che time to reſiſt and ogf 
poſe by Fire and Sword: Yet ſuch, was the zeal'of the: Lord 


and did yield ſubjection unto the: Ordinances of Jeſus Chi 


powers unto edification, for bearing don the throne of iniqul 
ty, and advancing of the Kingdom of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


(55 * 


the blood of the Lamb; and by the word of their ceſtimom n 
did not love their lives unto the deatk. eee 
Next, We do with the ſame thankful mind acknowledge! 
proclaim that marvellous work of power and: mercy; where 
the Lord with-a high hand and a mighty and out-ſtretched ar 
2 litlle after the — ot the myfterie of iniquity, Bai). 
the great the mother of Harlots, and abominations of the, ear 
by the Miniſtry of his ſervant Luther, and other worthy inſtn 
ments whom he raiſed up for that effect, was graciouſly pleaſ 


dage ol Popiſh tyranny and ſuperſtition, and again to a 
wich the light and liberty of the Go pel, which tho it was 
poſed by the Prince of. this World, the ſpirit that — 1 
ſtrongly in the Children ofdiſobedience; anddid animate bo 


hoſts in performing it, and.{o ſtrong was his Hand uponefe 
Poliſhed ſbafts, choſen and furniſhed by himſelf, that in ae 
years, not only was the Reformed Proteſtant Religion (tab 
ſhed by Authority, and Popery. baniſhed the Land, but me 
ol Congregations were-planted-with-che Miniſtry of the Goſ 


and the Diſcipline.and'Government of the Church were eſtab| 
(bed; — to the pattern ſhewed in the Mount, in th 
beauty and ſtrength, in the due ſubordination of Congregatio 
Eiderſbips andPresbyteries andSynods,exerciſing.their teſpecti 


knowledge and holineſs and righteouſneſs unto the terror oft 


wicked and prophane, and comfort and. encourageme nt G a 
p 40 , | | r 
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ing firſt ſabſcribed by the King and _hisþovſhol4.in the'year 
15 was thereatter ſubleribed by perlons of al ranks .in.the 
ear 1581, by ordinance of the Lords of 


ais of the General Aſſembly, and ag4io. by all ſorts of perſang 
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MW: the. year 1590, by a;new ordinance of Council 


eformed Religion then proteſled i Seotſand, and more parff 
ularly expteſſed in ide lage Confelion: of Faith, eſtsbliſhe 


ntered into with much. cheartulgeſs and gladne 
hole. Land rejoycing at the Oath of God: 3419 
deten 
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d with many ander ile bleflings from che oxy then wasthe 
hurch of Scotland for Doctrine ound and Jiyely. 3 for Wor- 
ſhip, pure and (ſpiritual ;, nr Dilcoline, g e hap 


and comely, and well compact together, which, as. they Were 
attended with rich Rreathings, and comfortable wh me”, 
the Lords Spirit upon the Souls of His People at Home, 

were they the matter of this Churches Commendation in the 


Churches of Chriſt; but it was not long ere this beauty was mar- 
red, and this glory eclipſed, whilſt King J-wes following too 
much the Counlels gf Fleſh and Blood,and being vpon the, one 
ban] wroth with the freedom&fairhfulneſs of Nini 
the other hend,defirous tograrihe, e party, 
byreducingeheKirk Gelen in its Wort 
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*aries;. both of Church.and state, the Nation: Covenant 


ecret Con cil, and 


ordinance of Council, at the deſire | 
# the General Aﬀewbly 2 , This Covenand tele dae uptathe 


$:oublicklyconfirmed by fundry Acts of Parliamentzas ir was then 
of heart, abs * 
yas, it attend f 


al; and for Government, and Unity, ang ese | 


Churches Abroad, who becauſe of cheſe gave! her the, teſtimony | 
of one of the pureſt & brighteſt ſhiningCandleſticks amongſt the 
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veto tnen-pleafitig Chutch men; i « few years" by pot 


Exel; Popiſh 


to be mingled wich 47m ini an and Popiſh Errors, ind the We 
ſmip io be turned over into the Exgfiſd Service Bock, aud thi 


ne beck of biß pot Church, and tevived his Work an 

wake honourable mention ofthe Work af the Lord which” ! 
ite Prelats weje. in the height of their power and pride, and had 
"deviſed end procuted that the Service Book and the Book of Cx 
Was tto probable meats, a 


_ * Miniſtry bting carried away. v 
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wekie help de mijlchi 


devices, firſt, Operttirog the Government of the Chpteff 
Preibyteties and Synods, and obtrude in ſtead theresf, 
LorWyGoverttment'in' the perſons of thitteenPreſats Ind the 
corrupt the patty ofWorſhip,by- truſting upontheChareh 

# Popiſh Ceremonies, and «ccordingly did his for al 
the Prelats proceed to build, until at laſt the Dockrige cam 


Diſcipline and Government into a Book of Prelatical ahd Pt 
piſn Canons ; which courſe afdefection having now contih 
dk and encteadfed for the ſpace of near fourty years wichourit 
rerruption, notre backed with the Authority both ( h 
aud Eccleſiaſtick, A no doubt terminated and reſolved jn po 
* ; If the Lord when it was feaft expected by friends, aiid 
meat 


{t feqred by Enetnies, bad not ins ſtrange and wonderlil 
way citt afſinider. the cotds of theſt Plowers why plowed -upoi 
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| Kn therefore we hold it our dury tt the third place, g 


Hach done in our days, to wit, that in the year 1637, when 


nous ſflould be obtruded pot this Church, and that ther 
tid very few inſttuments by which 
hefe Corruptiom A Ns andGovernmient of the Houſe 
of God ſhould be reſiſted; the Civil Authority being ftroog! 
- erigaged for carrying on thereof, and the greateſt part of che 
the coutſe of conformity, and 
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jur 75 che ple of afe' e 
ec thefe things; and fo to encbutag ee 1 2 | 
fi their 1 Far ta tbe Monethof N "It th 
cher 1638, they did, wchithſten ding en che ie ey n 
{ions of Adverſaries,” which were many 88 2 
8 . and renew the National 4 which 
gotten and'durfied in Gb Non for ef 
-h ats; ad- ſueh was the good hand of Gy L 
thMWork 20d People, chat within © not many Wie el re, 
Pon the whole Land did ſubject themſelves unto: the OH 
Cod: which was attended with more than otdimty anf. 
in rions of His preſence and influence of his Spitit n che 1 
blies of His people; and war ini effeck ro this Church Wie 
p in a great Meaſure and for 4 long 5 forſaken her 
and declined from her p online purit 4 & integrity u lif ö 
1 che dead. : Neither did che Lord ceaſe to repair the rü = : 
500 ind build up the breach thet hed been formetfy cubde 77 50 
, until he had reſtoted her unte her Hbert᷑ y jb beauty'in 
ebbyteries and Synodvatid General Aﬀereblit couſtiruteck of- 
niſtery and Elders, accotding to the mie of Chriſt, «nd IF 
ling their power unto Edification.” Tue fd "of theke fl 
vblies, which to wald the end of the year 1638, % 
Glaſgow,” the vety plact where the top ſtone” t 
lacy in the year 1610; did revive and ee <p | 
cke former free and lawfyl Geriergl Hes, (inte RG 
tion froth Popery in Ka t 1580, 4 9 0 
bse ltr pretended iid Gore's bes mee 
ofyÞvernmetit,” and cortapted M4 orig $ W 


lewfol Odths/ of . — adn 15 55 ZE 
ok, Book of Ca 3 en. 
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miſſion ; did depoſe and exeommunicate the Prelates, did 
clare Prelacy to have been abjured by the Confeſſion. of B 
13580, and to be removed out of this Kirk, and-five -Arfic 

Perth to have been abjured and removed by the ſame: Conf 
on, and did reſtore Kirk Seſſions, Presbyteries, Provinzial, 

National Aſſemblies unto their full integrity, and their Memb 

Priviledges, Liberties, Powers and juriſdictions, as they 
dconſtituted by the Book of Policy, regiſtrated in the Boo 
the Aſſembly 1582, and ordained to-be ſubſcribed 1 590, 1 
and make ſundry other laudable Acts and Conſtitutions, tet 
ing to the purging of the Church, and advancement and (et 
ment of the Work of Reformation. And though this Aﬀemt 
and the Determinations thereof, were atterwards much oppe 
by the Popiſh, Prelatical and malignant party, yet did the Li 
Jo countenance His Servants and people in this Land and: | 

Work in their Hands, that the Reformation was fully eſta 

ſhed, and at laſt ratified and confirmed both by King and p 
liament in the year 1641. Then was there a ſweet combi 
on of Truth and Peace in the Land, and the Lord did in a go 
meaſure pour His Spirit from on high, by which the wilden 
was turned into fruitful fields, and the fruitful field into a 
reſt ; in contemplation of which wonderful mercies and b. 
ſings of God, that they might teſtiſie their thankſulneſs for 
lame, and ſecure them ſo fat. as did ly in them unto their pt 
rity, and lend a helping hand unto their Brethren in Egli 
who then were wreſtling in the fire againſt the unjuſt violet 
and cruelty of the Popiſh, Prelatical and Malignant party; 
phy their evil counſels, bad ſtirred up the, King firſt to forſd 
and afterwards to make war ag inſt. the Parliament then Jooki 

at Reformation: This Church and Nation did in theyear 16 

| Upon the Parliament of Exglands calling for their help 51 
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keep His Statutes, and Hs Comm andmentzs, &hi judgments 
beraken roHisVoice, Exod. 20.2, 3. D.. 26. 16,17, 18.19. And 
t whereot we have many memorable and praiſe- worthy pre. 
Jents in the Book of God, eſpecially when a, people were cal 
to repent and turn unto God after publick hackſlidings and 
ſection; or were ſeeking a right way foreſtabliſhing of them 
oecs in the midſt of ſnares, or of engaging ofthe. Lord to help. 
em in ſtraits, and ſtrengthen them unto great and eminent. 
Idertakings, or to expreſs their thapkfulneſs for great and 
41 ondertul, Mercie & Deliverances, Dent, ag. , 278 CH. 16. 12, 
oof 14. 1 5. 20h. 29. 10. Chr. 34 3 1,32. Nehg 38, Neb. 1029. Ge. 1 
50K d being no leſs perſwaded in our Minds &convinced in our 
1% Hnſciences, that our Sole mn League and Coygnant in the year 
ED 955 „„ 18643, 


FR ²˙ꝛ»wꝛ wm 7i··m ä w 
24603. u br db ware ben ernie e 
ſary and commendable, for the time ſeaſona ble, and for thay 
ties honourable; the matter and ends are all thele precious 

ftthat are involved in pure Religion, true Liberty, aud 4 

grounded Uniformity in the former, and Union and Ped 
ſttke latter 3 or, ( to ſpeak it in the words of a- Reverend 
vine ) this Oath is ſuch, and in the matter and Conſequency 
it of ſuch eoncernment, as we Can truly ſay, it is wor 
vs 3 yea, of all theſe Kingdoms, yea of all 
Kingdoms of the [World, for it is ſwearing ſe 
ty and alledgeance unto Chriſt the King of Kings, and 128 
ing up ot all theſe Kingdoms which are his Inheritance 10 
ſubdued more to his Throne and ruled more by his Scept; 
pon whoſe ſhoulders the Government is laid; and in the: 
ciſe of | whoſe Government and Peace there ſhall be no en 
the parties are the true God, the living God, the everlafilf 
King, glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, and doing wo 
| gets; and the three Kingdoms of Scotland, England and rel; 
who though as all the Nations in compariſon of Him, «tcl 
48 the drop of a Bucket, and vanity, and leſs than vanity af 

8 4 nothing: yet ſuch as through His Grace were amongſt the fi 

tits of the Gentiles, and are for the Knowledge and ackiio 

ledgement of Jeſus Chriſt, in Name and Fame parallel unto, 

YZ not beyond any Kingdoms of the World 1 the Seaſon was tl 

deplorable eſtate of the Church and Kingdom of Irel aid, at 
=. the diſtreſſed Eſtate of the Church and Kingdom of Exglani 

w end*the'dangerous eſtate of the Church and Kingdotp of S 

5 land, that we . ſay (with the Reverend Divine ali 
dy mentioned ) fuch an Oath tor matter, perſons and othet Gif 
cumſtences, the like hath not been in any Age or Oathiwe reid 

of in facred or humane tories, yet ſufficiently warranted i 
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Moch. . This Feen d nnd ovenant as ir was aftually -. 
orm, and gakenby the Whole body of Seoil4yd from thehigh- 
to the loweſt, ſo alſo by the Honourable Houſes of the*Par- 
em of Engle», the Aſſembly of Divines, the refiownel 
City of London, and multitudes not only of che people” bur of 
crſons.of eminent Rank ind quality throughout that, 
Nition, and the Nation of Ireland, and all this by the 
uthority and petfwaſion of the powers Civil and 
Cccleſisſtick 3 who can have forgotten how dehberitiy it was 
. roolved ? how unanimouſly it was concluded? How joy fuly 
t was received and intertained ? the reſpectiye Authorities of 
hurch and State in Scotland, did all with one voice apptove + 
nd imbrace the ſame, as the moſt powerful mean by che bleſ- 
ng of God, for ſettling and preſerving the true Proteſt artRe- 


gion with perfect peace in theſe Nations, and r 
ime to other Nations 4 and after taking of the {ame themſetves, 
lid ordain it alſo to he with publick humiliation aH Re» 
hious Solemnities, received, worn and ſubſcribhed y all Mi- 
ners and Profeſſors within this Kirk, and $0bJ-&ts within-chis 
y a8fiogdom ; which was accordingly done by the whole body: bf 

Wi: Land, and in many perſons andCongregations attended wn 
he feelings of that joy, and comfortable influences bficheiypi - +3 
tof God in the inlargements and meltings of hearts WfNHCh et 7 


id find in ſo great meaſure upon the renovation of N=. 
ul Covenant, in the year 1638. And this ſolemn Osth of 1 


d being already taken by the honourable Houſes of the PAt- 3 
ment of Evglend, by the renowned City of London, and'by if 
be Reverend Aﬀemdly of Divines, the Lords 4nd'Gommens © 
in" Parliament, upon the account of its being tought afiradd * ; 
ellent means to acquire the favour of Almighry Ged towards = 
e three” Kingdoms, of England Scotland, arid Lela nd 
ö 8 i eee | W 
4 S214. RR 


der and Ordain, That the ſame Covenant be lelep ga 
throughout the Kingdom of England, and Dominion? 


better and more orderly bing ther 
nd C On, 


ment of all ſorts of perſons to take the Cove wt Wi in 


5 T: and to be a ſingular pledge of Gods graci 
F; :hree. Kingdoms, In obedience ro Which, the Af diy d 


objectiqns, as did then ly molt in the W of thethking df 


N 3 A * 


likewiſe to unite vin, and 17 LR, to lenses ad 
tiſie them againſt the common eremy, and the true 


Religion, peace and pro ſperity y of” ce: Kingdoms; [Dig 0 


and did condeſcend upon Directions and Inſtruftions fer 
y all the Officers a 
Souldiers, hy the. Counties a bby the Univerli( 
by the Miniſters and Parothine: then cker the: vi 
Parliament: And as by thele Inſtructions, the Declargfiidt 
both Kingdoms j joined in the Armies for the vindicatfett ug 
defence of their, Religion, Lübertirs and Laws, 2gain (Mena ; 
piſh; Prelatical and mefignapt party, ( in Which Ne UI 
not tike the Covenant, are declared tö be piſdlick Semi 
their Religion and Countrie, and that they are to be cenſin 
and puniſned as profeſſed Adverſariey and Via lignants-): 
appointed to be publickly resd: So for the bedr 


ſame inſtructions recommended to the Aﬀetnbly- of Divine, 
make à brief declaration by way of exhortation' to all ſorts 

rſons-to take it, as that which they judged 'not only: 
4 Full things conſidered. )exceedinge ; Glen ar reve | 


ame an exhortation, wherein they dv not only hold for 
the lawfulneſs of the Covenant, and take, off fuch re 


AP 


but do alſo preſs it as the ſoveraign add oofy Weins to col, 


an imbroiled and bleeding remnant:.: Ad ipon theſe grout 


and according to theſe Prelcripts, was that ſolemmn + Coyeat i 
taken by multitudes of perſons of all forts, many of 0 io 


tal Joics at the -Qath of C35.) . log op vpn * rm l W 
omibng branch of hept, bolden ih by. 2 5 - i; 
ON. ing.apd reviving the Church of Chtiſt in 400 Le. 


. a picken the Church of Srl and,” and begetting 5 
«nd - bringing Forth gleat and honou rape e thingy a mongſt the . i 
tio e abroad, 10 Ja dv ing 90 3 9 


ſus briſk, and hearing don "the Kingdom of Antichriſt, I 
either can it be forgotten, how by the fame Authority, it ii: 
pointed to, be ſubſcribed by perſons of all Ranks ſeyerally, 'Y 
fit their Nimes or their marks, to which their Narhes are * 
o be added. in 4 parchment Roll or 2 Book, whercunto the 
ovenant is to be inſerted: purpoſely to be provided for that 
nd, and keeped as a Record in every Parochine: and how a 
lecle thereafter it Was afterwards ordered by the Honourable 
ouſe of Fame ns, that the Solemn League and Covenant be 
e every day of Feſt and ppblick Humiliztien, publickly read 
every Church and Congregation within the Kingdom, and 
Jt every Congregation | be ir to have one of the ſaids | 
+ Wovenants tan printed. in a fair Letter, in a Table fitted to A 
ung up in [gmeglas 9. he Church to be read z ' which. thin 
anted, not. their ac in many places : : Ad why 'fioutd 


e not alla — 2 the mighty power and loving Andes or 
i the Lord, teſtifying from eaven in, hisWorks 0fProvidence;;4 Ee 
is Approbation of What was done byhisPeoplein theſe chi oe 
Sccording to His Word, who knows nat how from char! * 
Bind upward the Lord went forth with his People ind er 
W\rmics,and that the Fnemy way not able to ſtand before ofe lem 
on did fall under them until they were foiled and wholy E 
to piecrs. Fheſe tþi ngs. we we lion, to. ſtir p 
ertain in our ſelves and 58 ers che bongurable and due x ogg 


| " 4 that Honourable 50 Seren Rap. of the 8 1 
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thus well-warranted.by precepts and precedents from the wog 
of the Lord, thus rationally and ſtrongly urged by the Auth 
rities in both Nations, thus ſolemnly ſworn by ſo many thaw 
ſands, thus ſealed and atteſted in the Conſciences of ſo man 
gracious Souls by lively Communion and fellowſhip with Got 
in bringing themſelves under the Bond thereof, and thay b. 
ſed and countenanced of God with ſuch outward deliveranc 
and Succeſſes ; and to make it appear that it is not without 
cauſe that we judge the Obligation thereof (till. to be in forge 
and that we do witneſs and profeſs our adherence thereunty, 
for our parts, tho we do not judge all the matters contained 
therein tode of the ſume importance and weight, ſome of then 
being Religious, others Civil only, nor all the Articles there 
of to be of the ſame nature, . ſome of them being abſolute and 
binding abſolutely, others being conditional and binding cut 
ditionally only Yet we do judge our ſelves, and the pit 
ties engaged therein, and who have taken it to be ſtill firm! 
bound to endeavaur according to our and their places, th 
performance of the ſeveral things therein contained and (wor! 
according to the common and plain ſenſe of the Words an 
nature of the obligation therein expreſſed, and that no petfot 
nor power uponEarth can diſpenſe or abſolve either themſelye 
or others from the Bond and Tye of the ſacred Oath of the mol 
D „ 
Ia the firſt place, We do teſtiſie for, and bear record unto 
much ofthe Work of Unifcrmity in Religion, as was. attaimet 
by the Reverend Aſſembly ot Divines at London, and the Con 
miſſioners of tàe Kirk of Scotland, in one Confeſſion of Failt 
Form of Church Government, Directory of Worſhip, and C 
techiſing, and r<tibed and approven by the General Aſſembii N 
olthis C hurch and Fatliaments · of this Kingdom, in fo fer 


Ty 6 , - 1 * | * © * 8 7 . . 1 * * K 
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( 
oo the” rule of the Word ef God, and to be in ſlofar the re! 


ed concern them, judging, the ſame to be dein e e 
Ir 


gereunto. 


* 


1 Scotland, England and lreland. We hold it our Duty in 


Porn, as to profeſs our adherance to the Teſtimonies formerly 
ven by our ſelves and others of the Lords Miniſters and paq- 
e, of the proteſting judgment in this Land, ſince the Moneth' 


Went Powers againſt this Nation and Church; So allo at this 
me, to beat witneſs againſt the things now on; foot in theſe. 
Nitions, that are contrary and deſtructive unto the Doftripe,, 
orſhip, Diſcipline, vernment, Unitormity and Cove- 
ats already mentioned: And therefore, FOR} 


1. W 


one of theſe great Duties whereunto we are obliged by Co- 
renant, to wit, to endeavour to bring the Churches of God in 
heſe three Kingdoms, to the neareſt cynjunction and unifor - 
nity. in Religion, Confeſſion of Faith, Form of Church Go- 
mment, Directoty for Worſhip, and Carecbiſing, that we. 
Wnd our poſterity after us, may as Brethren live in Faith and 
ter Nove, and the Lord may delight to dwell in the midſt of us; 
Wn] being followed and practiſed to be ſuch as would lingularly, 
oorribute for the Honour and Glory of God, and the edifying 
che Churches of Chriſt in theſe: Nations, in the Knowledge 
nd beliet of the Truth, purity ot Worſhip, ſtrength of Dil- 
Wipline, unity of Affection, and power of Godlineſa, and to 
he taking away and ſuppreſſing all things that are contrary. 


Having now born Teſtimony for, and profeſſed our adhe» * 
ence unto the Doctrine, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government 
fthe Kirk of Scorlard, and to ſo much of the Work of Unifor- 
ty; as was attained with Exgland, and to the National Co- 
enant of Scotland and to the Solemn League and Coyenant 
he next place upon the grounds, and for the ends alteady ſet 


d paq-. 5 
ot September in the year 165 1, concerning the Actings of the 1 8 


1939) 8 


BEEP, OE, ß 
n: We do profeſs our abhorrence of the remnant and roi 
that Popiſh, Prelatical and Malignant ſpirit, which riotwith- 
ftanding of the Lords witneſſing againſt it in a moſt eminent 
way, now for neat twenty years in theſe Nations, both by H 

Word arid Works, yet doth not only lodge and lurk in tha 
lands, but brea forth in many, unto the oppoſing of Godlige 
aud the Work of Reformation, and in taking hold of every 
ſhaddow of opportunity that ſeemeth to contribute tor reviving 
and promoving the old Malignant lutereſts and-deſigns againſt 
Religion and Liberty: And we cannot but bemoan that that 
Spirit in the actings thereof, as it ſtandeth in oppoſition to 
Godlineſs, and the precious Truths and Ordinances of Jeſu 
Chriſt, is too much connived at, by which it cometh to paſs that 
Popery grows and ſpreads, and that Malignant men caſt of 
the Yoke of Diſcipline, and ſet up Paſtors according to their 
on Heart, and bear down the Godly and the Work of G OU 
in many places.z yea, wecannot but bemoan, that many ſuch, 
through their feigned forwardneſs and counterfeit zeal to pro- 
move the intereſts of Church and State, have ſcrewed themſelve 
into places of Power and Truſt in both, and labour to infuſe 
but too much of that ſpirit into the very vitals of Government, 
deſigning no doubt, to do by fraud what they have not been 
able to do by force, by making us do as Amazia King of Judd 
did (who after he had overcome the Edemwites, did bow down 
and worſhip their gods, 2 Chron. 25. 14. ) unto the involving 
of the Land again in ſinful Complyances with the Malignant 
party, contrary to the ſolemn publick Confeſſion of ſins and 
and engagement into Duties, in the year 1648, to which ſolemi 
confeſſion of fins and engagement unto Duties, we do alſs/judgdli,” 

ourſelves. bound to bear teſtimony, and to profeſs our adherend 
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2. We do Ufetoi and teſtiſie againſt all that huge ſwarm” 
F Ercors, and Hereſies, and Blaſphemies that have been bros : 
i ed, and havebroken out in theſe Nations in our days; whe- 
er ſuch as deny and oppuyne the Divine Authority of the ho. 
Scriptures, or the Sacred Trinity of Perſons, Father, San 
d Holy Ghoſt; in the bleſſed unity of Eſſence and Being, one 
finite, eternal and Almighty God, the Deity of the Son of 
od, the Deity of the Holy Ghoſt, Gods holy and, eternal S.. 
ecrees of Election and Reprobation,theCreation of the: world,. 
e beeing 


of good and evil Angels, Original ſin, the immor- 
lity of the Soul, the Reſurrection of the Body, the day of: 
Jgment, eternal Life and eternal Death, the two, Natuyey of 
ſus Chriſt, ' and the union thereof in ane. Perſon,” the. real Mes 
tand fatisfying vettue of bis Death.and Paſſion, to take away 
nand wrath, and redeeming of Souls from the guilt aud bo 
ge thereof, and theſe only who are given to Him pf the Fa- 
er, and not all and every individual man, or the poteneh⸗ 
| deadneſs ofmans will 20 all ſpiritual and ſupernatural good! 
the true nature of Faith, or juſtification by ark pe grace of 4 
od through the imputed Righteouſneis of Chriſt taken hood. 
t by Faitb, or the uſe of the moral Law to Believers, the inbe· | 
g of ſin md: ofia Body of death in | Believers; or their confel- 
ng and acknowledging af iv, and praying ung God for par. 
on thereof, or tbeit being chaſtiſed of God for their ſins, or | 
eOrdinances of Chriſt as ſuperſtuous and ner. neceflary,to1 a 
int, or the morality of the Lords Day, lr e of 
(ants/borh Withit the: Church, or the;lawtulnels vt Qaths, or" 
eres prohibited in Meriege; Levit. 18, che: Government 
the Houſe of God by Presbyreriey and Synods, and-whatſo- _ 
er is comraryſto the Law-and t o the: Teſtimony under what: 
ever: Names or Fotms, whether: Atheiſm, 2 e 

4 
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; 0 ſhould take upon them by themſelves ordinarly to preſe 
„ publick Humiliation and Thankſgiving, with the Cauſes and dit 


— 
— . * 4 
"2 = 


SALE „ (207 7 2 1 
Scepticiſm, Socinianiſm, Popery, Pelagianiſm, Familiſm, Arminia 
Antinomianilm, Libertiniſm Anabaptilm,Eraſtianiſm,ÞPrelaghh . 
faratiſm, In dependency 3 and whatioever els that is con | 

ed by the Word of God, that hath been publiſned in 

Nations theſe years paſt, or is on foot therein at this day 
particulars whereot being ſo many and various, would. be" 

dious and irkſome to enumerate; Yea, as we do diſclaim aff 
teſtifie againſt all of theſe 4 ſo we judge that many ot thele1 

for their groſſeneſs to be abhorred,and do wiſh that they col 

{or ever be buried in immortal oblivion, never to be mentico# 
nor heard of any more in the Churches of God; but when thi 
are vented and many of them countenanced and encourg 
unto the provocking of the God of Truth in a high menu" 
to theaffrontingand troading under foot His precious Truth al 
Ordinances to the ſubvertine & deſtroying ot many ſouls tot 
Teproich of thechurches ofChriſt at home. & ſcandalizing of th N 
that are abroad, to the grief of theGodly and inſulting & mod 


« 1 1 *% * 


ing of the protane, to the amazement of Friends and joy ullf.” 
rejoicing of Adverſaries, who can hold his peace? Nye 
are afraid that God will in ſome eminent way, declare his wut 
from Heaven againſt theſe Lands, becauſe of that curſed als 
ſtrous brood of Errors, Hereſies and Blaſphemies that hathbe cr 
hatched and bred up therein theſe years paſt, and alas with M2 
little Contradiction, would to God not too much conviva 
and ccuntenance from theſe who might have done much i@ 
: cruſhing that cockatricein theſhell, '0 % H 9153-407, 308 

3. As we do profeſs our diffatisfaction that the Civil P 


thereof to all the Miniſters and Members of this Churchas bei 
. * contrarie to the well warranted priviledges and conftatit pt 
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Mee ofthe Church it ſelf, and in its own natnre- introduftory\ © 
Wo greater encroachments, and putting into the hands of the = 
ivil power, the modelling of the publick Worſhip of God, 
{things molt properly Ecclefiaſtick 3 So we defire with that 
Wobriety that becomes Chriſtians, and that faithfulne(s. and zeal 
iat becomes the Miniſters of the Goſpel, to bear witneſgagainſt _ 
"WhoſT Injuries that are done to the true Reformed Proteſtant 
religion, profeſſed in this Church, and holden forth in our 
onteſſion of Faith and Catechiſms, and Directories for Wor- 
Whip, and Government, by that late Petition of Advice offered 
y che late Parliament at Weſtminiter to his late Highnels, and 
Fonſented unto by him in the Article concerning Religion, and 
ow homologated by the eſtabliſhment made of that Govern* 
rent in the perſon of his Son according thereto. ' 1: Becauſe 
bat Article, though it do provide that the true Proteſtant Re- 
ion, as it is contained in the holy Scriptures ot the Old and 
Ne Teſtament, be held forth and aſſerted for the publick 
profeſſion of theſe Nations; Jet by preſcinding from all our 
Wormer -Confefſions of Faith, and attainments in the work of 
Reformation, and by providing that a Confeſſion of Faith yet 
be agreed upon by bis Highneſs and the Parliament accord- 
ng to the rule and warrant of the Scriptures, be aflerted, held 
Forch and recommended to the people of theſe Nations, it doth 
ve and caſt louſe all theſe former attainments and Confeſſions 
Wo! Faith from being the teſſera of our publick profeſſion, and 
Waport a very great Reflection upon the Religion, which ſince 
he Reformation from Popery hath been profeſſed amongſt us, 
ud giveth no ſmall ſcandal ro the Churches of God at home 
Wand abroad, and no ſmall Ad vantage to Papiſts and other Ad- 
Nerſaries, by miniftring unto them but too juſt occaſion to think 
nd ſay, that after a hundred years profeſſing of the Proteſtant 
| D Religion, 
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4 neumſtahces of order add worſhip in che Houſe ' of Or 
Metermined, according to the general Rules of the Word, cbns 
ming Order and Decency, or the Key of Diſcipline tor ex) 
| 1 of Church Cenſures upon the ſcandalous and obſtinate: 
Wer the Loy of ordaining and ſending forth of Church |Offiberss 
or ſpiritual Services and Miniſtratlons in the Houſe of God, 9 
147 h. 16. 19. John 20, 23. Mal. 2. 7. Deut. 17. 9, 10, : 
11. Levit: ro, 10. Ezek; 22; 26. Exch, 33: 23; 24. Rew 2. 
2, 14, 15 AF 15. 6, Gc. Ack. 16. 4. Je 18. 36 2 (ren. 
26. 16 C. and to be contrary to tie Confeſſion of the Taitli 
f conſtant tenor of the Doctrine of this Church, and former 
od and laudable Laws af the Land, as will appeat from the 
urge Conteſſion of Faith in the head of Gountels, ( to whick! 1 
10 reeth the Confeſſion of Faith, fitſt ureed woot! hy ich 4 
Edi of Divines at Weltminſler, | rav 3646 in che head 1 
H Sy — and Councils, and in the head conoerning the On $2 
il Magi iſtrate) and the Remonſtrances and 'Devlarations' of 
he Ord Aſſemblies of this Church, ul from dh 
declaration of rhe Gederal Aſſumbly, againſt ie unlawiul Em 
age ment iu war againſt Englovd; dum 1648;u0d from ſeveril 
&s of Parl Jamene,pareicularly from the firſt Act of the twelleh 
arliamenc of Ring Jammer, hold en at Ediulurgb, June coun ola 


Ne to be contrar! fo he) Confeſſions of Fadi 7 

Doctrine of! che Pfoteſtunt Churches; Which d y aui 

armonioufly! teach an Eccleſtaſtick polve in che Officets Of the 
ouſe of 'God, diſtinct from, and ind ependeũt the Ci- 
Pil powers, to which belongeth this exerciſe ind us Uf, 
ys oft tlie. ' Kingdom of Chriſt Antrtherefole>for the Ei 
"Power to afſarhe' ids to trauſgi fs the bomnds] andIurramave 
de Land marks which are erby:Goll, az4nftwhich the fatk- 
1 Rr who lived ky thisChurch i the „ 
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Fathers, did witneſs in the midſt of difficulties and dangers, 
We hold our ſelves bound to witneſs againſt that Axticle8 
2 of the Toleration of many Errors and. Hereſies, 0 
things that are contrary to ſound Doctrine and the pow 
Godlineſs that is therein framed and eſtabliſned in a Law, 
wit, of all theſe that are conſiſtent with proteſſing faith in God 

the Fatber, and in Jefus Chriſt his eternal Son, the true God, 

and in the Holy Spirit, God coequal with che Father and the 

Son, one God bleſſed for ever, and with acknowledgingthe 

holy Scriptures of the Old and New Teſtament to be the reveal 

ed Will and Word of God, whilſt the maintainers theres. 

buſe not this liberty to the civil ip jury of others, or the diltur- 
bance of the publick peace; lothar this liberty be not exten · 
del to Popery or Prelacy, or to the countenancing ſuch who 
publiſtr horrible blaſphemies, or practiſe or hold forth licenci 
ouſneſs or prophanneſs under the profeſſion of Chriſt, and 
therefore not only unto Arminianiſm, Antinomianiſm, Ani, 
baptiſm, Eraitianiſm,: Separat iſm, Cc. but alſo to a great part 

of Famil iſin, Sicinianiſm, Qnakersſm, Pelegbaniſm, and many 
Errors that do not only deny and deſtroy many of the beauti- 

ful ſuperſtructures, but do alſo ſtrike at many of the eorner 
ſtones, and chief foundations of Chriſtian Religion: ſuch 4 
Toleration as this we conceive cannot be conniyed at, much leſ 
eountenanced and allowed by Maſtets of Families in thei 
| Houſholds, by Church · Officers in tbe Churches of Chriſt 5 « 
by Chriſtian Magiſtrates. in Chriſtian States and Common- 
wealths,: without palpable croſſiag and contradicting the will 
of: Ged. revealed: in the Scriptures of Fr uth, f Gen „ 18.19. Ge 
37. 1,263 4. 1 S 3. 11, 12, 13,14% Hſal. 101. 1. +1: 
2, 3, £3; 705. 10. 11. Tit. 3. 10, 11 


| 2. 6, 14, 1-5, le 
20. ver. Deut. 13, 6; 11, Cu. Joſh 22, 11. I King. 1 8 23 
8 4 - aCh 
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ron. 15, £6, 17. 1 King: 12. 26. 2 King. 17 18. Exch. | 


Wd folly againſt this, Toleration, whilſt it was. but yet in the | 
to ff Anno' 1649. And the Reyeren Aſſembly of Divines at 4 
biin ſter, as they have in the Larger Catechiſm jn the expoſi- 
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145.49. Amos 5.13. Zach. 1 3.3. Therefore, have the Commiſh- | 
ers of the General Aſſembly of this Church witneſſed plainly 


n of the ſecond Commandment, reckoned the Taletating of I 
ſe Religions amongſt the ſins forbidden therein 3 ſo in the 


Monfeilion of Faith, they do aſſert it to be the duty. of the Magi- 


1 * 


ate to take order that the Truth of God be kepr 0 and in. a 


De, that all Maſphemies and Hereſies be ſuppreſſed, al corrupe 
Mons and abuſes in Worſhip and Diſcipline prevented or refor- 


xd, and all the Ordinances of God duly ſetiled. admigiſtred 

nd obſerved, 3. ang, it is a covering will be-found not off 
e Lords Spirit, to fay that theſe, Commandments and Prece- 
nts, and Threatnings from the Word of God, do not con- 
m the Magiſtrate in the days of the Golpel, not only becauſe. 

he ends and reaſon jereat, to wit, the Glory of God, and : 9 
he Preſervation of the Image of God, which conſiſts in Holi- il 
eb and Righteouſneſs amongſt the children of Men, are mo- 

and perpetual 3. but alſo becauſe as the Lord hath propheſi · 

dend promiſed of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate in the days of the”, 

opel, that he ſhall not defile the place gf the Lords Throne, 

nd the place of the ſoles pf his feet where he will dwell in the 


4 
. 

4 
4 
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nidſt of his people, in their ſetting up of their threſholds by his 


reſholds, and their poſtes by his Poſtes, Exel. 43. 7, 8. and : 


o hath the Lord Jeſus. Chriſt. Himſelf, who p 
nd Lord of lords, ſhown them an example 


bat they ſhall thruſt tbrough the falſe. Propbet, Zach. 13. 3. 
the King of Kings: 


y making a ſcburge 


pf Cords, and driving Jupyes and ſellers out of the Tempfe, . 
ich was the only ad of compulſive and external power that, —& 


we 
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we read of ike, to have Hiri 1 rh bis Life, Marti ws 


therein give at example of that zeatfor the Houſe of Cod, w 8 


ought to poſſeſs all theſe againſt the profaners of his Temple al 

polluters of his G5 to whom God hath given a ci 

power over the outward man: And the Apoftle Paul Kom. 13 
in laying down the Migiftrars duty, bath inſtructed us, that h 
bearetk the ſword to be a terror to evil Works ; we mean ſuch 
as appear in in the out ward Man, do mat the glory ot God and 
the.good of men, and ar lub let to copnizance and triat by men 
of Which ſorc ale: nat Errors an Hereſſes' and Bleſphemieg 


2 Phil. 7 John 10:2. TI. 313. Tit 3.6 Rows, 16, 17: Aud 
is it hot propheſi ed iti che AT the Revelation, That (ht 


King of ths World fall become the Knigdon of our Lind 


and. of bis Chi lt, aod that tile ten hörns hall hate the Whore and 
make her fu and” 4 4, and ſhall eat her fleſh 4nd bars li- 
with fire, Rev. 1 1:15: Rev; 17: 16: Yea, is not the preſent 
Pe e are, Upon eme reſtrain Popety and Prelacy; 
at yable ac nowledgrilerit, that the Civil-Mayiſtrat hach 
power gi ive of. Gol ſo for do: and fin cheſe things; why not 
in other thiüigs thi 
ſpiritual good of men. 2. Bots ſuch 2 Toleration is _—_ 
rep boten unto, and inc fiſtent wich the 3 Oath: 
God in the Salem Fee aug anc d Coveran t, profeſſed; to be 
ee inthe pr l of Kimighty God the Karcher of atHheatn 
with a true 1 5 to pet for Fic . a We ſhall aniſwer it that 
great day, Sbeg r ſecrets ot all eitts ſhall be difcloſed:' I; 


this Tole ration a yl 745 bf Nc Cod upot us? 


Or is or the wi it looſe the Refot ied! 
land, 115 oder Retorm&fon in, Edt ar Unifotmicy in: 
orie Sh” Fn of Faith, Director) of Wetfhi p. Cechiſagand? 
form of chatch Government. Arid: ll Wan, 


t are ng left pieJicial to the glory of God K 
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think bow the Glory of God ſhall be tr 
under foot, how the precious Truths of the Golpel ſhall 
.corrupted and perverted, how the Ordinances of Chi 


be contemned and ſet at nought, how flis Government * | 
be . overthrown, His Officers had in contempt, His Wo 
polluted, His day profaned, how peoples minds ſhall be tra 
| bled, and ſouls ſubverted how the power of Godlineſs hf, 


A be eaten out with vain janglings, how the whole work of ki; 


burnings and jealouſies, in ſtead of union,ſchilm and diviſio 
in ftead of peace, contention and ftrife, in ſtead of Order: 
Government, anarchy and confuſion 3 yea, what elſe can 
the fruits that ſuch an evil tree can bring torch, or the. read 
that can iſſue from ſo bitter and impure a fountain, but that 


eye upon Britain for reducing the Churches of Chriſt there 


hopes been more hightened by any thing, than by this Tol 
tion; becauſe thereby, ad vantage is mininſtred for ſending fo 


peoples minds the ſeeds of the Popiſh doctrines which mak 
many wiſe men fear, thattheſe Nations ſhall again at laſt, 
carried back again into Rome, and be ſwallowed in Popiſh 


. formation ſhall not only be retarded and obſtructed, but ii. 
great meaſure (if not utterly.) rendred void, how in fteadi! 


eformation, we ſhall have Deformation, in ſtead of the po 
er of Godlineſs, vain jangling, in ſtead of love, bitter Hes 


laſt our Candleſtick ſhould be removed, and our Sun ſet in af 
night of obſcure darkneſs : It is above all contradiction, that 
theſea of Rome theſe hundred years paſt, hath always had 


unto their former ſubjection unto the man of (in, ſo hath not 


her emiſſaries for crying down a Miniſtery and Ordinances, 
perverting of the precious Truths of God, and inſtilling | 


perſtition and idolatry. 
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ert, Abe, 5 w 
ne abborency of our fouls, againſt all the inſu ies and 'affrones 


nd and Irelandilt is too much lin upon theſe Nations (whe 


attended the duties to which they are reſpeively engaged 
ein, wich that ſincerity, reality and conſtancy that beſeeuis ſo 


ed and ſolemn vows made unto God, but have through che 
ier of an unſound &luke warm heart and an unſtable ſpinic,come 
der: exceedingly therein; yea, have fallen in many breaches : of 
ode Articles thereof: but what a dieadfuil aſtoniſhing thing is it; 


ike whereof we believe hath ſcarce been heard àmongſt the 
when, that theſe ſolemn Vows and Covenants ( which forthe 
mnity, hath had but few parallels among *rHeNarions!):fhould 
xt only be ſcorned and derided by open adverſaries, but'vilified; 
roached, oppoſed and trodden under foot by-niatiy'Whe'have 
rein apened their mouths unto God, and ſubſcribed and ſealed 

with their hands; yea, ſought to be buried in oblivion, that 
name thereof. as to the obligation of them; may 'be'ns,"more 
tioned nor remembred. We cannot remember nor repeat 


kd upon and reviled it to that height of impudency and impi> 
j, as to call it Nebsf ane, the brazen Serpent that ſhould be Hrokent 


to compare the preſling of it to the Papiſts holding uꝑ the ide 
ous evcharift in the eyes of the people, that they may full de wü 


inden it a device of the devil, ester Covenan — — | 
i Wd which doth mare aflict us, às being. a more pi K n. 2 
; le Nagl not only is there 55 nor Dectatation'ſijnte 


ö . | "447 CM ; Was ' ; 
1 5, d. | aring he ſtandin | ob! arion thetebf, | &F 
18 and Bergs relating Moesdane to be fill-in" fette but 


rery tormal tye and obligation thereof is forgotten and laiq aide 
{all Laws, Statutes and Ordinances, and Claufes'in any 
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Ine a 
do profeſſe the ſorrow of our hearts,/ fo'we'db tes 


have been or are offered and done to the National Codenant 
&..:1end, and to the Solemn League and Covenant of Reglond, 
r 


acknowledge our ſelves to have a large ſhare ) that they have 


h much indignation and abhorrency of ſpirit, how ſome hath 
pieces and ground to powder, left men fall down to woribip it; 


| worlhip it: And how others of no better ſpirit have WoL DON 0 


aw, 
tute and Ordinance relating to the tye and eſtabliſhmene thereof; 78 
ruled, ſo far as they are cy to the Liberty and Y_— 


ce 
n 
XI 


„ 
. 


A ol 
_ =— 
4 
4 [ 
2 
1 
| | 
oa 
14 
4 * 
+ 
_ | 
"1 


* 


— 1 n . 
= x ve ho . þ PN 
M4 * 1 5 5 2 * * 5 
of * . "> a Ws 
1 — T ; | 1 . 


: | 


* ad 4 7 don , a an = - * | 
| 2 = * oY . rern oy 7 Ts 4 „ 8 
* % 1 * 3 - * 

* x 4 «5 1 1 * 1 


R (420) | 2 mo 
in things Religious.holden forth in the Petition of advice Oh 
we were ſenſible of the diſhonourthat is done to God in theſe 11; 
and of the dreadful guilt that theſe Nations are involved into thi 
by, and of the great wrath that is like to come thereupon, bee 
'of the ſame, If Covenant breaking be a moſt hainous and dan 
rousoffance complained of, condemned, threatned and fever 
plagued of God, P/al. 78. 34, 35, 36, 37. Fer. 11. 10 2 Kings 
15 Lev. 26, 2. Deut. 29.20, 21,22, 23, 24, Fer. 22.8, 9. Ex 
15. Amos 1. 9. Foſh. 7. 11, 12. 2 Sam. zi. 1, 2. If it be true wh 
Was delivered from the Word of the Lord by a Reverend Divine 
his exhortation made to the honourable Houſe of Commons, 2 
reverend Divines of the Aſſembly at Lond-n, before he read theC 
venant, That a Truce hreaker is reckmed up among [t the vileſt of ci 
fam, 2 Tim. 3: 3. So a Covenant breaker is liſted amongſt the wo 
of Heathens, Rom: 1. 31: And which from the fame Word of Tr 
was delivered by another Reverend Divine. at the taking of theC 
venant by the. Honourable Committee. of Eſtates, and. Revere 
Commiſſioners of the General Aſſembly in Scetland, That Gad u 
ſhake out every man from bis Houſe, and from bis lab ur that perfer 
wot the words ,of this promiſe, Neh: 8p: 13: If (we fay) the ſe be thet 
fayidgs of God, as no doubt they are, becauſe delivered by the 
of: Truth, in the Scriptures of Truth, have we not reafon upon 
hearing thereof, to be afraid, that great is. the wrath of the L 
that is kindled againſt the Inhabitants of theſe Nations, becauſe 
forſaking and deſpiſing of his Covenant; and upon that arcs 
not only to mourn and humble our ſelves in private, hut alſo 
give publick warning thereof unto others, that ( if the Bord ſd wi 
we may perſwade them alſo to humble themfelves and repent ; 
if they will not hearken and hear, that we may deliver our own ſol 
PE hearing wüneſs to God and his Truth, and by not hating off 
Brother in our heart, but in any ways rebuking our neighbour, at 
not ſuffering fin upon him, Lev. 19, 17. 
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In. the laſt place, We dG6 alſo as Miniſters of tHe Goſpel; teſilY 
ourdiſke, that the Civil powers who now. bear. rule over this NA 
on, hould ingroſs into their treaſury, the legal ſettled main 
nance of all the vacand Churches into the Land, and put the d 
poſing. thereof into the hands of a Civil Judicatory, without wh 
interventing approbation and warrand: (notwithſtanding om | 
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pg called by the Congregation, and approven and admitted by 
Piesbytry) none ſhall be authorized or admitted to / any ſuc 
ant living or benefice, as is due to the Miniſtry in Scotland, and 
they do not allow them this approbation and warrant, until 
| they do declare under their hands, their purpoſe and reſoluti- 
o live peaccably under the preſence Government. 1. Becauſe 
b way is Contrary unto the Word of God. The divine right: of 
maintenance of Miniſters is a truth that is clearly taught in the 
iprures, both of the Old and New Teftament, Numb. 18. 8, g. 
1. 14. 22, 23. 24, 25, 26, 27, 28, 29. Exit, 45, 1, 2, 1, 4, J, 6, 7 
th. 10. 10. Luk. lc. 7. 1 Cor. 9. 4, 3, 6, 775 8, 77 10. 11, 12, 1:3, 
Gal. 6. 6. 1 Tim. 5+ 17. And the Scriptures alſo teach, that _@s 
sthe Magiſtrates duty to ſee ſufficient previſion made for the 
niſtry, and (if need be) to ſupply their want out of their own 
alury, Iſa. 49. 23. 1/4 60. 10. 1 Ciren. 29. 1, 2, 3, 4. 2 Chron. 
„ 2, 3, 4, Cc. Nebers. 13,10, It, 12, 13. Gch. 47, 22, So alſd 
a is a great ſin before the Lord for them, or any other, to take 
ny or devour, or inteivert holy_things that are now already 
led and devoted unto the maintenance of the Goſpel, and of 
We: Worſhip of God, Levit. 27. 10, 32, 33. Dent. 26. 12, 13, 14, 
W. Prov. 25. 25. 2 King» 16. 17. 2 Chron. 25. 24. Joel 3. 4. g. 
. 3. 8. 9. Ad. 19.37. Rem. 2. 22; Add te theſe things, that 
Church of Scotland hath a proper patrimony and rents of her 
m, competent for the entertaining of her Miniſters, founded for 
ſt part upon the tithes and allocations out of the ſame, and 
on particular dotatigns and mortifications of private and public 
oefactors. 2. That there-i>no foocſtep in the Word of Goy qt the 
Wiril Magiſtrate, his approbacion of a Mis iſter in the Houſe of God, 
aeceſſary, before he have right unto, or power to intromet with 
maintainance, or ofthe Civil Magiſtrate his being warranted to 
ta bar upon the legal maintainance of the Miniſterꝭ of che Goſpel. 
it is due unto them by vertue of cheir office, gr. to reſſrai i, n- 
firſt they have given bonds for their peaceable e 
r his Government; But that upon the contrary; the Werd ar 
e Lord doth clearly teach, that Miniſters maintainance bs due by 
tue of their office, and without any . ſuch interventing appſq- 
on from the Civil Magiſtrate, or any fuch bonds.requizett of - : 
cum, or given by them ; EY Gholt, Levis. 7:35, 36» oy —_—_— 
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{6th tlie maintainanee of the Priefl the portion df their ancinl 
en the day wlien he: preſented them to miniſter unto the Loy 
he Prieſis office,” which the Lord commanded to he given the; 
the children of Iſrael, in the day when he anointed them 
ſtatute for ever, throughout their generations, which is repel 
Again, Numb 18. 18, their maintzinance is in many Texts of 
pture, caltedi chair inheritance, which they were a8 freely to 
y, as the people did enjoy their inheritances. The light of 
ture taught a heathen King to allow heathen Prieſts ſome 
more in the freedome of their enjoyments, then to the reſt- pf 
[= Subjects, Gen. 47. 22- and the part of Levi“: Covenant df 
5 ſters, having acceſs to their maintaĩnance freely by vertue of t 
* bobffice, is of force under the Goſpel, as well as under the Law, a 
map ſee from the 45 Chapter of the propheſie of Ezekiel: It ist 
appointed that an holy portion of the land be aſſigned for 

Prieſts, che Miniſters of the Sanctuary, and given unto them 

1 mediatly by the aſſignment and Commandment of God, wit 
5 ſuch interventing approbation of any Civil Authority, or any 
"i Promiſes required of them, or made by them, as previous untot 
right thereunto. And the ſame thing is alſo clearly. conſeq 
from theſe. Texts in the New Teſtament which we have cited 
ready, that du prove the maintainance of Miniſters under the 
pel, to be due to them, Jure Divino, and by vertue of their of 

== 3. This way of aſſuming and diſpoſing ofthe maintainance o 
3 Miniſters of the Goſpel, is contrary unto the Liberties, and 
1 viledges, and Conſtitutions of this Church, founded upon the 
* of God, and confirmed by a conſtant current of many wholh 
N Laws and Acts of Parliament, made in favours of the Church 
7 | Book of Diſcipline, Head fifth and-ſixth, 2. Book of Diſcip 
Cbap. 9. 10. 14. At of the General Aſſembly at Edinburgh Dec 

25. 1466. Articles touching Reformation condeſcended upo 

"the Aſfembly at Ednbmngh, Fuly 21. 1567; Ad of the Aﬀemt 

r tes the 24.1596, Act of Parliament at Bdinburgh, Octob 

15811 Ack Parliament at Edinburgh, Fanuary t. 1592:As Alſo, t 

J, and 8. Acts: of K, Cb. 2. Parliament at Edinburgh, June 11. 1640. 
many other Acts of the General Aſſemblies of this Church, ane 
ol batliament of this Nation, as will caſily appear to any that 
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bur ſouls, and our Welch e tan and warning to theſe out ft 
and to all the Lords people in the Land, that they would laben 
have the Word of God richly dwelling in chem, that they may 

2 ble to try the ſpirits, and to diſcern, of things that differ, to xi 
What is Truth; and what is Error, and & hat is right, and Wh 
wrong, and that they would ſtudy to be rooted inthe faith and 
the love of Jeſus Chriſt, and of His precious Truth and Ordinane 
retaining an honourable Eſtimation thereof in theis heaits, ; 
expreſſing their ſincere affection and reſpect theręunto in all 
way, and that they would ſtudy io keep-fieſh upon their Souls 
remembrrnce of all the goodneſs of che Loi d, ard of all tlie g 
works that he hath done for us, and for our fathers of old; an 
our ſolemn Vows and Covenants made with God in the fight of 
gels and Men, and never to ſuffer ſuch foigetfulneſs and profaſ ier 
to pbſſeſs them, as to think themſelves louſed from the true_ard Mvb' 


nuine ty e thereof; but to keep chemſelves under the bond of the 
ſame, and ſincerely, really and con ſtantly, to endeavour tlie sly,, 
formance of the duties to which they are thereby obliged, and Meth 
they may not be offended nor ſtumble at Jeſus Chriſt and His uff 
nor faint, nor caſt away their confidence, becauſe of backſlidi 


TEE? a1: © n 1 3 , 4 th 
and revoltings, and diviſions, and hereſies; or becauſe of dil a. 
4 pointn.ents, and reproaches, and contradictions, and op po ſitiq bo. 
B and oppreflions, and perſecutions, for theſe things muſt be, that i He 


which are approven may be made manifeſt, but that they be ſti . 
in the Lord, and in the power of His might, poſſeſſing their ic 
in patience, and waiting for His ſalvation, knowing, that he t 
endureth to the end, (hall be ſaved ; and in the mean while, © 
forting themſelves in this, that God hath notcaſt off the care of 
Church and people in this Land. It is a merey meſt worthy of 
obſervation, that Errors and Hereſies, notwithſtanding all the Hy- 
vantages they have had theſe ſeven years paſt in Scotland, ha ve tai! 
hold but of few Profeſſors, foimerly noted for the knowledge 
love of the Tluth; and that the prezching of the Goſpel, notwi 
ſtanding all the difadvantages it hach been attended with th 
KW - years, yet hath been bleſſed of God in ſeveral places of the Lai 
8 to the brin ing in and building up' of Souls: an evidence that ; 
. Lord is yet amongft us, & a promiling branch of hope that he wil 
| - Vive his work e bi ing forth his remnant, & continue to duell ig 
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. e 5 nd for the cxoneration of our own fouls, joyn with you us co | 
* ets in, theſe matters . _F could have wiſhed, and we kom fo alſo could 
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